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of which you have given such frequent and convincing evidence."
" If I need naught but courage and self-possession," said the Queen, "have no fear, for neither the one nor the other will fail me."
" Here is a file," said George, handing the tool to Mary Seaton as if he thought it unworthy to touch the Queen's hands ; " this evening I will bring your Majesty cords with which to make a ladder. You must cut through one of the bars of your window, which is but twenty feet from the ground. I will mount the ladder to the window to test its strength as well as to help you to descend; one of the garrison is in my pay, he will give us egress through the gate at which he is on guard, and you will be free."
" When will it be ? " cried the Queen.
"We must needs wait for two things, Madame," replied Douglas; "first, until we have assembled at Kinross an escort of sufficient ^ size to ensure your Majesty's safety; secondly, until it is Thomas Warden's turn to stand guard at an isolated gate which we can reach without being seen."
" How shall you know when that time comes ? shall you remain at the castle ? "
" Alas! no, Madame; at the castle I am a useless, perhaps a dangerous, friend; while on yonder shore I can serve you to good purpose."
1    " But how will you know when Warden's turn of duty arrives ?"
" The weathercock on the northern tower, instead of turning with the wind like the others, will remain stationary."
" But how am I to know ?"
" Everything is provided for in that regard also; the